Religious Instruction and the Social Studies

Oa strictly scientific lines, by a goodly array of eminent
representatives of science, as .the literature of the subject
tfifl show. Whether or not the subject of religious educa-
tion has received special investigation, it is safe to say that
doctrinal instruction in religion for the young child is quite
out of keeping with the general character of their findings.
This point has been urged forcibly by Dr. David, Bishop of
Liverpool, who, by the way, is an old teacher, and in this
matter surely has the common sense of the teaching pro-
fession on his side. He recognizes the child, not the subject-
matter, as the real centre of gravity in modern education,
and he contends that formulated doctrine is not for children,
at any rate at the pre-adolescent stage. At that stage, he
declares, the issue between simple Bible teaching and
definite or doctrinal instruction is no longer a live issue.
Hie latter may be added at a later stage, but for the younger
children the learning of a catechism can only amount to a
species of psittacism, a parrot-like repetition of words with-
out much meaning. This position, based on scientific
research, has an obvious bearing upon the teaching of
rdigion at the junior stage.

Another field of scientific inquiry relevant in the present
connexion is that of comparative religion, the total omission
of which in any course of religious instruction for senior
pupils would be hard to justify at this moment in the world's
history. Here again we are glad to be able to quote a
dignitary of the Church. So long ago as March 3, 1941,
The Times published a letter from Bishop Palmer to the
effect that this war is not a war on behalf of Christianity,
but a war on behalf of the rule of right against the ruk of
might. The unanimity of all British people, Christian and
Boa-Christian, is, he wrote, not for " Christian civilization ",
tet for " the very bones* the mere framework, of civilization
itself ", for that " which alone raises human society above
) bestiality ". Similarly, Sir Richard Gregory has reminded
us that Mohammedans, Buddhists, Hindus, Parsees, Jews